Ecology and Evolutionary Biology (EEB) PhD Program – Joint Degree Option Overview
A joint degree is comprised of two academic programs, in which a student completes coursework requirements for both programs, writes one thesis or dissertation, and receives one diploma[footnoteRef:1]. The requirements for such a joint program allow for shared coursework[footnoteRef:2]. The diploma shows completion of both programs (e.g. Entomology and Ecology and Evolutionary Biology). [1:  See Graduate School Policy page: https://policy.wisc.edu/library/UW-1214]  [2:  https://grad.wisc.edu/documents/double-joint-dual-degrees-comparison/ ] 

Students interested in the joint option should refer to the Graduate Program requirements for the EEB program[footnoteRef:3] to ensure that they can complete the necessary requirements prior to attaining dissertator status. The admissions committee will review and approve the application prior to the spring semester. The application will be forwarded to the Graduate School, which must also approve the addition of the joint degree. If accepted, a student will formally begin their joint degree in the following fall semester. Questions about the application can be directed to the Graduate Program Manager, Emily Laabs (emlaabs@wisc.edu).  [3:  https://guide.wisc.edu/graduate/entomology/ecology-evolutionary-biology-phd/] 

Application and Admission Process
To add the EEB program as the second academic program, students must submit this packet of forms to the EEB Admission Committee by December 1 in the first or second year of their Ph.D. To apply, please submit the following:
a. The application form. This includes:
a. A written statement providing the rationale for seeking a joint degree. 
i. Include an explanation for why the doctoral minor route is not an option (in this case, the rationale can/should be because the minor does not currently exist). 
ii. For 2026-27 only: Students requesting to add a joint degree beyond their first year but before their preliminary exam must include why they are seeking a joint degree this late in their program.
b. The coursework form. 
a. A list of the required coursework for each academic program and when each course has been or will be taken. 
b. The signature of:
i. The primary program’s graduate program manager
ii. The major advisor(s).
c. A financial form, including
a. A five-year financial support plan for the student. 
b. The signature of the major advisor(s)
The student should submit the completed packet online (https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6Ya86Y3kzOhP71Q). 

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology (EEB) Joint Ph.D. Application Form

This form is to be completed by the student. The purpose of this form is to understand the rationale for the student’s choice to pursue the joint degree option. 

In the space below, please describe how your academic and research background, Ph.D. research project, and career goals align with the EEB graduate program. Make clear why the addition of the EEB program to your existing academic program supports your research and career goals, and state why it would not be sufficient to pursue a minor or take extra classes in one of the two programs. If you are in your 2nd or 3rd-year of a Ph.D. program (only), address whether the required coureswork will significantly add to your expected degree completion timeline.

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology (EEB) Joint PhD Coursework Form
This form is to be completed by the student. The purpose of this form is to help the student plan their coursework for the joint degree option and to ensure all required courses are taken. See this page for helpful reference on graduate school requirements for the joint degree. Students who wish to use coursework prior to their time as a UW-Madison graduate student must adhere to the Graduate School’s Prior Coursework policies. Add additional rows to the tables as needed.

	[bookmark: _Hlk118903008]Name:
	NetID:
	Date:

	
	
	

	Major Advisor:
	
Student’s start Date at UW Madison:

	
	


Student’s Prior Educational Background
	Degree Level
	Institution
	Major
	Dates Attended

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


EEB PhD Prerequisites
As prerequisites for the program (i.e. taken prior to enrollment or while at UW), students will have completed one rigorous course in both ecology and evolution (6-10 credits), and at least one course from each of at least three of the following four areas (9-12 credits): systematics or biodiversity; organismal biology; genetics, cellular, molecular, or developmental biology; and quantitative analytical skills.
	Requirement
	Course Name & #
	Institution
	Term
	Credits
	Grade

	Ecology
	
	
	
	3
	

	Evolution
	
	
	
	3
	

	Systematics or biodiversity
	
	
	
	3
	

	Organismal biology
	
	
	
	3
	

	Genetics, cellular, molecular, or developmental biology
	
	
	
	3
	

	Quantitative analytical skills
	
	
	
	3
	


EEB PhD Required Courses
EEB students also need to have taken, or plan to take two required courses, Foundations of Evolution and Foundations of Ecology, and one advanced course integrating ecological and evolutionary processes. Indicate in the table when these have been or will be taken.
	Requirement
	Course Name & #
	Institution
	Term
	Credits
	Grade

	Foundations of Evolution
	ENTOM/​BOTANY/​GENETICS/​ZOOLOGY  820	
	UW-Madison
	
	2
	

	Foundations of Ecology
	ENTOM/​BOTANY/​F&W ECOL/​ZOOLOGY  82	
	UW-Madison
	
	2
	

	Ecology and Evolutionary Processes
	
	
	
	3
	


Seminar Requirements: Students should select seminar courses in consultation with their advisor. Students must complete at least 2 separate courses, earning at least 4 credits. At least two courses must be completed prior to reaching dissertator status. List the seminars you have taken or intend to take.
	Requirement
	Course Name & #
	Institution
	Term
	Credits
	Grade

	Seminar
	
	UW-Madison
	
	
	

	Seminar
	
	UW-Madison
	
	
	

	Seminar
	
	UW-Madison
	
	
	

	Seminar
	
	UW-Madison
	
	
	


Elective Requirements (6-12 credits). Coursework to meet the elective requirement will be determined through consultation with the student’s advisor and members of their committee and will be based on the student’s specific educational needs. List proposed elective courses. 
	Requirement
	Course Name & #
	Institution
	Term
	Credits
	Grade

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Research Credits (990 series). List all UW research credits taken to date.
	Course Name & #
	Institution
	No. Terms
	Total Credits

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Coursework for Primary Program 
List courses you have or will take for your primary program. It is fine to list the same courses as above, if they satisfy both program requirements. 
	Course Name & #
	Required (R) or Elective (E)
	Institution
	Term
	Credits
	Grade

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	Yes/No

	Does the coursework plan satisfy the requirements of the other graduate program
	



Primary Program Graduate Program Manager/Coordinator Signature
	Name
	Signature
	Date

	
	

	





Graduate School Credit Requirements
The above plan should satisfy the following credit requirements.
	
	Credits

	Total number of credits, minimum of 51 credits (courses taken at 300-level or above while in graduate school, cannot include courses taken pass/fail or audited, can include courses taken for foundation requirements, minor courses, or as a dissertator):
	

	Total number of graduate-level credits, minimum of 26 credits (this includes courses taken at 700-level or above or listed in the course guide as meeting the graduate-level requirement or graduate-level courses from other institutions taken while enrolled as a graduate student, can include courses taken for foundation courses or minor):
	

	Total number of credits taken while a graduate student at UW-Madison, minimum of 32 credits (courses taken at 300-level or above, cannot include courses taken pass/fail or audited, can include courses taken for foundation requirements, minor courses, or as a dissertator):
	





Graduate Timeline/Milestone Information
	Intended preliminary examination term:
	

	Intended graduation (thesis defense) term:
	




Student’s Signature
	Name
	Signature
	Date

	
	

	


Major Advisor(s) Signature
	Name
	Signature
	Date

	
	

	

	
	
	





Ecology and Evolutionary Biology (EEB) Joint PhD Financial Form

This form is to be completed by the major advisor. The purpose of this form is to help the EEB admissions committee evaluate the financial plan for the PhD student.
Please fill out the form starting in the current academic year.
	Year in PhD Program
	Funding Plan (RA, TA, Fellowship)
	Academic or Annual Appointment?
	Is funding guaranteed? Y/N

	
	Fall
	Spring
	Summer
	
	

	First
	
	
	
	
	

	Second
	
	
	
	
	

	Third
	
	
	
	
	

	Fourth
	
	
	
	
	

	Fifth
	
	
	
	
	

	Sixth
	
	
	
	
	



Major Advisor(s) Signature
	Name
	Signature
	Date

	
	

	

	
	
	



Director of Graduate Studies (EEB) Signature
	Name
	Signature
	Date

	
	

	




